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A.C. TopweHés

Abstract. It is a well-know fact that the political legacy of Christianity is diverse and contradic-
tory. But if we put forward the thesis that the legacy is also cyclical, we will open a large room for
discussion both from the historical and political-theoretical perspective. Indeed, the first followers
of Christianity were among the oppressed financially and socially, howewher with the advent of
the institution of the church their status changed. Gradually the Christian church transformed into
political force. We can evaluate it as a conservative right-wing political force. Over the past 150
years, as Anthony A. J. Williams, a British researcher of political theory at Manchester Metropolitan
University, suggests and proves in his book The Christian Left, this thesis is far from the truth, and
the provisions of the Bible can be the basis of economic collectivism and social liberation in the so-
cialists’ understanding. Starting his research with the theological foundations of Christianity, which
could be adopted not only by the right but also by the left, the author immerses the reader in the
hitherto unexplored world of Christian socialism with all its contradictions and distrust on the part
of the church. In his research, Williams tries to trace the genesis of this phenomenon in space and
time, capturing the events of the 15th-16th centuries, when peasant uprisings on the one hand and
religious reformers on the other opposed the established socio-economic order, proclaiming the
earth a common treasury, advocating for universal brotherhood instead of competition, and fair
distribution of income instead of thoughtless accumulation. Speaking broadly about the book we
should admit that the author managed to collect, systematize and analyze both the intellectual and
historical heritage of the Christian left movements. A. Williams managed to bring together both the
prehistory, the philosophical, and the religious basis of left-wing Christianity. At the same time, the
author does not reconsider the Christian dogmas, taking ready-made interpretations of socialist
theologians without proper commentary and analysis. Furthermore the author does not develop the
theory of left-wing Orthodox tradition. Nevertheless the book The Christian Left may be of interest
to researchers of political theory, philosophers, theologians, sociologists and historians, as well as to
anyone who doubts whether socialism is a successful attempt to build a paradise on earth.
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OJINTUYECKOE HacJejue XPUCTHAH-
HCTBa MHOI'006pa3HO M NMPOTHBOPEYH-
BO. C 3TUM MaJi0 KTO I'OTOB CIIOPHUTb.
A 4TO, ecny BBIBUHYTb T€3UC O TOM, YTO
HacjeJue ellé U MUKIUYHO? 31eCh yxKe ecThb
MECTO I0JIEMUKe, KakK C MCTOPUYECKOH, Tak
U C OJIUTUKO-TEOPETHYECKON NepCreKTUBHL.
JleficTBUTE/IbHO, NlepBble NOCAe[0BaTeNn
XPUCTHAHCTBA ObLIM M3 YMCJIA YTHETEHHBIX
MaTepHaJbHO U COLUAJIbHO, HO TIOCTENEHHO, C
NosIBJIeHHMEM UHCTUTYTa LepPKBH, ero 0popM-
JIeHHWeM B BU/Je MOJUTHUYECKON CUJIBIL, O XpH-
CTHAHCTBE CTaJI0 MPUHSATO AyMaTh KaK O KOH-
CepBaTHUBHOM NPAaBOM MOJUTHYECKOH CUJIE.
WUccnepoBatenu JlaTuHCKOW AMepUKHU MO-
I'yT BO3Pa3UTh, U OYYT NpaBbl, YTO HUAEHHbIE
B/IOXHOBUTEJIU TEOJIOTUU OCBOOOXKJEHUS —
CaMOr0 W3BECTHOTO XPUCTHAHCKOI'O JIEBOTO
JiBHKeHUs1 B XX B. — yxKe CTaBUJM BONPOC
0 HeKOW colLualbHO-3KOHOMUYECKOH crpa-
BeJJIMBOCTU Ha OCHOBe CBATOro MHUCAHUSL
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B To e BpeMs mocjief0BaTe M TEOJOTUH OC-
BOGOX/IEHUS CTaBUJIM I10J] COMHEHHUE U JlaKe
KPUTHUKOBAJIH 0QUIHANBHYIO MO3ULUI0 PuM-
CKOM KaTOJIMYeCKOW LepKBH, MOAJEpKUBa-
IOIYI0 HEPABEHCTBO «B MUPY», TEM CaMbIM
JidlIasi MUJUIMOHBI BEPYIOIUX MUpa J/eMa,
rge Bce AeTd BoXbu HaclaXJaaucb COBEp-
LIEHHOU CBO6GO0M.

OpHako 3a mnocaegHue 150 JseT, Kak
npejnosiaraeT U JIOKa3blBaeT JHTOHHU
A. k. YunbsiMc — OPUTAHCKUN HCC/Ie[OBa-
Teslb MOJUTUYECKOH TEOpUM YHUBEpPCUTETA
MaHuecTep MeTpomo/sMTaH B CBOEH KHUTe
«XpuctuaHckue JjieBble» [Yunbamc, 2023] —
3TO ObLI aJIEKO He MEePBBIH, U JlaeKo He ca-
MBI YAQYHBIM HMHTEJJIEKTYa/IbHbIM 3KCIe-
PUMEHT MO BBIXOJY MOJIOXKeHUN Bubauu 3a
npefiesibl  MHAUBUJYAJbHOTO OJIaro4ecTust
Y UX IPUMEHEeHUs B JieJie IOCTPOEeHHUs pas Ha
3eMJie Ha 0CHOBE 9KOHOMUY€ECKOI'0 KOJIJIEKTH-
BHU3Ma U COLIUATIbHOTO OCBOOOXK/I€HHUS.
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HauuHas cBOé ucciefoBaHHe C TeOJIOTH-
YeCKMX OCHOB XpPUCTHAHCTBA, KOTOPbIe MOTJIU
Obl ObITH B3AThl HA BOOPYKeHHe JIeBbIMH, aB-
TOp HOTpyKaeT YyMTaTes]d B Jocese HeusBe-
JIAHHBIA MUpP XPUCTHAHCKOTO COLlMAIM3Ma CO
BCEMHU ero NPOTUBOPEYUAMH U HeJoBepueM
CO CTOPOHBI LIepPKBH.

YUbsIMC IbITAeTCs B CBOEM HCCJIelOBAHUHU
NpOCJeUThb FreHe3Uc 3Toro GeHoMeHa B po-
CTPAHCTBEe U BPEMEHH, 3aXBaThIBasl COOBITHUSA
XV-XVI BB., KOrzia KpecTbsIHCKME BOCCTaHUS
C OZIHOHM CTOPOHBI U peJMrHo3Hble pedpopMa-
TOPBI C APYTON NPOTUBOCTOAT CI0XKHUBIIEMY-
cd  COLMa/JbHO-IKOHOMHUYECKOMY TOPAJKY,
NpoBo3IJallas 3eM/I0 061ell COKPOBHUILIHU-
11eH, Bceobliee 6pPaTCTBO BMECTO KOHKYpPEH-
LIUY, CTIpaBeJIMBOE pacnpesiesleHre JJ0X0L0B
BMeCTO 0e3/[yMHOTO HaKOILJIEHHUSI.

Besnvkasi paHIy3ckast peBoJIIOLHsS U Gyp-
’Kya3HO-/leMOKpaTHyeckas peBosoLus B Be-
JIMKOOpUTAaHUU CcHOPMY/IMPOBANIU COLMA/b-
Hble BOIPOCHI ¥ 3alIPOChI, 0TBETHI HAa KOTOPbIE
ObLIM Hal/leHbl B IPONOBEJAX U TPAKTOBKAX
Ceartoro nucanud. Ilozxe Mapkc U JHresbcC
nuimyT «MaHudecT KOMMYHHUCTHUYECKON map-
TUU». U B 3TON cucTeMe KOOpAUHAT HayMHa-
eTCA TMOUCK TOYeK CONPUKOCHOBEHHUA JABYX
TpaJULMK: JIeBOTO XPUCTHUAHCTBA U 3THUYe-
CKOTO0 COLIMA/IN3Ma, CIMBIINUXCA B UTOTE B XPU-
CTUAHCKHU COIMa/IU3M.

C sToro MOMeHTa aBTOp JBHXKETCH IO
TPéM CBSI3aHHBIM MeX[y 00010, HO BIIOJIHE
CaMOCTOSITeJIbHbIM TpeKaM. Bo-mnepBblX, 3TO
apeid mnosuuuu PuMckodl KaToaH4YecKoU
LePKBU OT 3HUUKJIUKU «Nostis et nobiscum»
nansl [lusg IX, kaeiimsiieit Bcex, KTo nmoajep-
’KMBaJl «HEYECTHBbIE» TEOPUH COLMaJU3Ma
U KOMMYyHH3Ma A0 MeJuibuHCKON KoHe-
pPEeHLUHU C e€ VIaBHBIM Te3MCOM MNpeJIoYTH-
TeJIbHOT'0 BbIOOPA B I0JIb3Y GeHBIX.

Bo-BTOpBIX, YUIBAMC NOrpy>KaeT yuTaTe-
Jifl B IapTUHHOE CTPOUTENbCTBO KakK Besuko-
OpUTaHUH, TaK U KOHTHHEHTa/bHOU EBpoOIbI
u CIIA c pesplo MokasaTb, HACKOJIBKO pas-
HbIMU OBbUIM NMYTH NpeBpallieHUs] XpUCTHAH-
CKOT'0 COIlMa/M3Ma CHavyasa B NOJUTHYECKYIO
TEOpHUIO, a N0CJe — B MOJUTUYECKYIO CHJIY.
VIHTepecHbIM B 3TOW CBSI3W NpeJCTaBJsAETCA
paccMOTpeHHe aBTOPOM HeMELKOro u 6pu-
TAHCKOT'0 XPUCTUAHCKOTO COLMAIU3Ma BBUY
CXOXECTH COLMAJbHO-3KOHOMHYECKOr0 CTa-
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Tyca CTOPOHHHKOB, HO COBEPIIEHHO Pa3HbIX
U/IE0JIOTEeM, JIeXKallluX B OCHOBe KaX/0ro M3
HarnpaBJIEHUH.

Hy u HakoHel| TpeTHH TpeKk — 3TO pas-
JINYHOTO POJia JIeBble aJIbTEPHATHUBBI, KOTO-
pble B OCHOBE CBOEH M3HA4Ya/JbHO He MMeJu
pPEeJIMTMO3HOM COCTaBJAOIEN, OJHAKO CO
BpeMeHeM Mpuobpesn eé BBUAY BKJOYe-
HUSI B TIOBECTKY BOIPOCHI COLUAJIBHOTO,
pacoBoro, TeHJEPHOT0 W 3KOHOMHUYECKOIO
HepaBeHCTBa.

YTo nosydaeTcss B UTore? Pequruo3HbId
COIIMAJIM3M, KaK U TEeOJIOTUH OCBOGOXAEHUs
pa3/MyalTCcad B 3aBUCHMOCTH OT BpEMEHHU
U MecTa GOpPMYJIMPOBAHUS UX IVIABHBIX T€3U-
coB. boJiee TOTO, OZTHU U T€ K€ T€3UCHI B paM-
KaxX XpPUCTHUAHCKOTO COI[MAIM3Ma MOSBJISIOTCS
B COBepIIEHHO Pa3HbIX KOHTEKCTAX, YTO UMe-
€T CBOU MOJIUTUYECKHE TOCTE/ICTBYSA, O KOTO-
PBIX aBTOP pa3MbILLISAET B MOC/TeJHEN IIaBe
CBO€e KHUTH.

YunpaAMc NOJYEPKUBAET, COBpeMeHHas
JieBasl TNOBECTKA HECOBMECTHMa C XPUCTHU-
aHcTBOM. U 3Ta HECOBMeCTUMOCTb MPSAMO
NPONOpLMOHANbHA [JIBJKEHHUIO TOBECTKHU
OoT 6OpbOBI C 3KOHOMHYECKUM HepaBeH-
CTBOM B CTOpPOHY 6GOpbObI C HEPABEHCTBOM
UJIeHTUYHOCTeH. U B TaKoOW cCUTyaluu Xpu-
CTHAHCTBO CTAHOBUTCS [Jis JIEBBIX He WH-
CTPyMEHTOM 60pbObl, @ HCTOYHUKOM IpO-
6sieM,  3aKpEeIJISII[MM  MHOTOBEKOBYIO
HECNpPaBeIJUBOCTb.

[oBOpS 0 KHUTE B 11€J10M, CTOUT OTMETUTD,
YTO aBTOPY YAaJoCchb CO6GpaTh, CUCTEMATH-
3UpOBaTh U MPOAHAJU3UPOBATh KaK HHTEJ-
JIEKTyaJIbHOE, TaK U UCTOpUYECKOe Hacaeaue
XpUCTHAHCKUX JIEBBIX JBHXEHUH, Npocie-
JUTb MPeJbICTOPHUI0, a TaKke (UI0COPCKO-
PeJIMTM03HY0 OCHOBY JIEBOTO XPUCTHAHCTBA.
C Jpyrodl CTOpPOHBI, YWIbSIMC He IBITAeTCs
NEePe0CMbICUTD XPUCTUAHCKUE JOTMAThI, OT-
JlaBasi IpeJIMOYTEHNeE YKe TOTOBBIM TPAKTOB-
KaM 60T0CJI0BOB-COI[MAJIMCTOB 6€3 I0/DKHOTO
KOMMEHTApHS U aHaIK3a.

Kpome 3TOro, aBTOp COBeplieHHO He Ka-
caeTcs TpaJULMU JIeBOTO XPUCTHAHCTBA
B IpaBOC/aBUU. Bo-nepBbIX, B CUJY JOBOJBHO
HE3HAUUTEJbHOI'0 MHTEJJEeKTyaJbHOr0 Ha-
cJie[ivsl, OCTaBJI€HHOI0 PyCCKOM PeIUTMO3HON
dunocodueir Hayana XX B. Ha ym cpasy npu-
XOJUT «XPUCTUAHCKUU colpanusmy» o. Ceprus
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ByarakoBa, fymaro, McciefoBaTeNd MOTYT Ha-
3BaTb ellé napy paboT ¥ aBTOPOB; OJHAKO Ha
3TOM JlaHHas TeMa UCYepIIbIBAeTCs.
Bo-BTOpBIX, OCMbIC/IEHHE BOCTOYHOH Tpa-
UMLK XPUCTHAHCTBA NpeAIoJaraeT riay6o-
KOe TOTpYXeHHEe He TOJIbKO B CBSIEHHOEe
nucaHue, HO ¥ B CBsilleHHOE NpeJjaHKe, 9To
B CBOIO OYEPE]b CTABUT Psifi TEOJOTHYECKUX
BOINPOCOB, KOTOpble He I03BOJISIOT, HANpPHU-
Mep, paccMaTpUBaTh UCKYNUTEJIbHYIO KepT-
By XpHUCTa KaK aKT »KECTOKOCTH CO CTOPOHBI
puMcKoro rocygapcrsa uiad Haropsyio npo-
noBefib — KaK aruTaluoHHyl0 peyb. /[id

A.C. TopweHés

NpaBOC/IaBUsl TEOJOTMYecKre BONPOCH! OMU-
paloTCcs Ha JBYXTBICAYEJETHIOW HCTOPHUIO
llepKkBY U He TepHAT AOCIOBHON TPAKTOBKY,
YyeM 4acTo IpelaTt 60rocJ0Bbl JeHOMUHALUN
3ana/iHoM TpaJuLHUU.

BMmecTe c TeM, KHUTa «XpUCTHUAHCKHE Jie-
Bble» MOKET ObITh MHTEpeCHa IMPOKOH ayau-
TOPUHU NPOGECCHOHANOB, BKJIOYAs HCCIE/L0-
BaTeJsiell mouTHYeckon Teopuu, punocodos,
TEO0JIOrOB, COLIMO0JIOTOB U HCTOPUKOB, a TAKXE
BCEM, KTO COMHEBAETCsl, IBJISIETCS JIM COLMa-
JIM3M HONBITKOM OCTPOEHHUs pasi Ha 3eMJIe.
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